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mild, unvacillating light. The reason of this difference is,
that the light shed by the stars is their own. The stars are
so many suns resembling ours. They illumine worlds like
our world, so prodigiously distant that we cannot even per-
ceive them. The planets do not shine of themselves; they
merely reflect, like gigantic mirrors, .the light of the sun
which illumines them, and renders them visible to us. Thus,
the planets are stars which travel. They revolve around the
sun. The earth, being a planet, is a travelling star, which
revolves around the sun.

But the earth is not the only planet of our solar system.
There are seven others, which do not differ essentially from
the earth. The names of the eight' planets which compose
our solar system, are as follows, arranged according to their
distance from the sun: Mercury, Venus, the Earth, Mars,
Jupiter, Saturn, Uranus, and Neptune. Between Mars and
Jupiter there is a collection of small bodies, which seem to be
fragments of broken planets ; they are called asteroids. At
present, in 1871, more than a hundred are known, and it is
not yet fifty years since they were first sought for in the sky.
These asteroids may be collected together in our fancy, and
formed into a separate group, which would be a ninth planet.
Let us glance at the planets which compose our solar system.

Plates 4 and 5, which accompany these pages, will suffice
to give an idea of the relative dimensions of the planets. In
these two plates the planets are arranged according to tha
order of their distance from the sun. In plate 4, Mercury,
Venus, the Earth, and Mars are represented; in plate 5, the